"Slipped" Lower Femoral Epiphysis in a Case of Eunuchoid Gigantism.-E. T. BAILEY, F.R.C.S. The patient was a man of 29 who first attended for orthopedic advice in March 1949, complaining of pain and swelling in the right knee which was constantly giving way.
Previous history.-Examined medically at the age of 19, when non-descent of testicles, failure of voice to break and lack of body hair were observed. One year later he joined the Army. Sustained a fall on the ice, 1941, and strained his right knee which subsequently continued to give rise to symptoms. Diagnosed as displaced cartilage and eventually boarded out of the Army with this record and a diagnosis also of hyperplasia of anterior pituitary gland. Since discharge he has undertaken various occupations and has had recurrent pain and swelling of the right knee.
Examination.-Examination showed local tenderness with slight give on pressure over lower right femoral epiphysis. X-ray showed no actual displacement, but wellmarked epiphyseal line of all long bones. Testes undescended. Voice unbroken. Comparatively hairless. Mental state adolescent. General poor muscle tone and laxity of ligaments, with hyperextension of joints. No other relevant findings.
X-ray of skull ( Fig. 1 ) showed normal pituitary fossa, but marked hyperpneumatization of sinuses. Long bones showed well-marked persisting epiphyseal lines ( Fig. 2) , also the vertebrn. Head and tuberosities of humerus united to shaft and epiphyses of metacarpals and phalanges uniting ( Fig. 3) . Was subsequently discharged and commenced work on a farm, but, after a few weeks, while climbing a haystack, fell with injury to knee. No damage to the epiphysis resulted and condition of traumatic synovitis resolved quickly with appropriate treatment.
Mr. J. G. Bonnin: A similar case with less well-marked gigantism is under my care. Attention was first drawn to him in a fracture clinic where he proved to have a classical separation of the lower left radial epiphysis, including a wedge of diaphysis, but only slightly displaced. His age was 39. Enquiry elicited the fact that he had never shaved. His scrotum is empty, he has little pubic hair, and his bones are light and of feminine build. His voice is a little contralto, and he has the pleasant manner of the eunuchoid, completely lacking in aggression. He is quite satisfied with his present condition, and though he was persuaded to try testosterone, has been rather disgusted with the results, and is not anxious to continue. It is thus unlikely that we shall be able to observe the effects of testosterone in hastening the union of the epiphyses.
